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SPEECH OF MR. HAYWOOD,
OF NORTH CAROLINA, i
ON THE OREGON QUESTION.

Delivered in the Senate qp the 4th and 5th March.

CONCLUDED.

Mr,President: I am very loth to trespass
upon the patience of the Senate, and perhaps
I might safely stop hzre. But yourinduigent
attemtion encourages me 10 proceed; and, as
I proposed at this. paint, so I invite you ta
look and see whether the words of the **record™
are, alas! so plain,and their meaning so clear,
as to exclude those i.ferences which the con-
filence of a generous friendship, the justice of
a Senaly, and even th2 owdimary charity of
any man, might accord 1o the President of
the United Siates, in a full view of that
which [ have already imperfectly reviewed.
Before doeing that, I remark, however, that
when Senators talk about making the infer.
ence from these **records'’ that the negotia-
lion is at un end, thev forget that the facl ap-
pears in their face directly opposite to their
inference. ‘The negotiation which begun in
Mr. Tyler’s time, and which has been contin-
ued by President Polk, is, in reality, a pend-
ing negotiation this very day. It never has
been terminated on our part, up to the hour
when | am addressing this Senate. Only
discriminate for a moment belween a negolia-
tion and the correspondence of the Ministers,
and the fact is at once palpably before you.—

‘.-\ negotiation may be open and continued,

whilag the correspondence of the Miaisters
may be suspeuded, or delayed for a monih or
a year. 'I'tus distinction needs but to be sta-
ted in so enlightened a body as this, Illus-

ltrations would be useless and unprofitable

HERE. Yetmmay 1 a0t be pardoned for re-
minding you that a negotiation, in the proper
se se is a business between two Governments,
as Governments—opened by their mulual con-
sert as Goverpments to treat with one another
upon State affairs; and which, once opened,
cannot be amicably coneluded without a like
mulual consent, (as by a trealy or a conven-
tion,) except one of the parties shall first di-
rectly nolify the other of its intenlion to close it.

I think this definition, if not precisely accu-
rate, is enough so to answer the purpose of
presenting this point to the mind ot the Sen-
ate distinetly, and that is all 1 shall aim to do,
making no references to dictionartes or author-
ittes.  Vith this distinction 1n our winds, it
will he seen that if the President had said to
Congress in so many -words, * Negotiation
has termnated,” it would h:ve been nothing
bat the nistaken statement of a fact, so long
as areference 10 the ** wholecorrespondence,™
clearly showed the fact to be otherwise. The
President’s own direct statement could not
alier the fact. [If it would be o, were the
statenient unequivoe:l and direct, wh tis to
he said of a mere INFERENCE by his
o friends from equivoeal langnage, but that
itis a FALSE INFERENCE?! Now, then,
this whole ebrrespondence does show elearly
that the negotiation was regularly opened - but
it nowhere appears that the President has no-
tified the Briush Minister. or that the British
Minister has nolified the President, of any un-
willinguess to pursue it, nor that they have
mulually agreed to terminate it; and therefore
itis still open. On the contrary, the- Britsl
Minister was inforined by the Prestdent (page
85) that he e:rnestly ¢ hoped that this lung-
¢pending controversy may yet be finally ad-
*justed in such a manuer «s not to disturb the
+ peace or interrupt the hannony now so hap-
* pily subsisting between the two nations.”’—
That hope is ag In expressed upon the oc-
easion of our refusal to ARBITRATE.—
Great Britain so understands 1t; and aceor-
dingly we see her Ministeis daily in our
streels, @nd our intercourse with Great Brit-
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ain is as friendly as it ever was.

The assertion or the inference, therefore,
that this negotiation has been concluded, 1s
thus shown ‘o be directly countrary to anase:r-
| tained FACT; and every atltempt to prove it
is a most absurd, may 1 say a ndiculous, at-
tempt to prove before an American Senate
that, which we both see and know, from the
“record itself,” to be UNTRUE.

Negotiation, then, in ils proper sense, is
pending. What negotiation? What nego-
‘tiation is it? That same unconcluded nego-
tiation which, by the first profocol, our Gov-
ernment agreed, in wriling, to approach *in
the spirit of compromise.” (Page 36 ) That
same unconcluded n:gotiation which Presi-
dent Polk declared to the British Minister he
had ** determined to pursue lo ifs eonclusion,
upon the principle of compromise.”” (Page
62.) That same negotiation in which Presi-
dent Polk admitted to the British Minister
that this Government was ** committed” to
**a compromise’” which he offered to Great
Bratain.  (Page 62.) That same negotiation
in which the President said 1o Congress that
he was **commitied” by the conduct of his
predecessors to offer the line of 49° as a com-
promise, and that he had therefore superadded
his own offer of it to their precedents.* (Pa-
ges 10, 11.) That same pegotiation whereof
he declared to Congress that the * British
proposition” tous is **wholly inadmissible
and cannot be entertained.” with a dueregard
o onr honor, were 1t re-cffered 5 but in which
he has NEVER said that he would refuse to

July 11, 1845, 43af
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entertain the American proposition if it should
be returned apon him again. But he does ad-
mit, and by Ads conduct he has confirmed the
truth of it, that the American proposition for
compromise wus consistent with our honor
and demanded by his regard for the national
character. Yet, Mr. President have you been
constrained to sit here and listen toa long and
(I fear it will be) a tedious speech from me
{to prove, to demonstrate, that the President
| has not ferminaled negoliations ox mis parr,
]aml that he has not resolved not to compromise
i this controversy, almost upon his own terms,
| should Gieat Britain ask him to do it.

One or two general remarks upon the char-
u;u_:ier of the message, 1 must make, before |
|dissect those particular sentences which, by
being separated from their context and im-
properly associated and identified with the

opinions of Mr. Polk upon .
misled so many Peopla‘.’ our paper title, have

If for the sake of being nnderstood ¥ should
be guilty of occasiona! repetitions, | pray the
Senate to excuse me. 1 will be as brief as |
can. So far as the President’s message touch-
es upun OREGON, it is not and was pot
designed to bea disclosure of his pe

and opinions in the fulure progress of negoy;
tion, batof his past action only. Wﬁs::::

'WILMINGTON, N. C.,

the end of it, ahout negotiation, is nothing
more than a narrative of the President’s AC-
T1ON wup to that time; and thie whole corres
pondence is attached to le: Congress see and
know for themselves what he had DONE—
with perhaps an occasional introduction. (as
if by way of parenthesis) of the motives and
opinions by which he had heea influenced to
deviate in that ACTIQN from an assertion of
our exireme claim to all of Oregon. Now it
is chiefly from the unfortunate sticking-in of
these parenthetical excuses to satisfy the ul-
traism of the President’s *¢true friends of Ore-
gon’ that the misconstrnction of his message
has arisen—stimulated, 1 know, external
causes ; but to which 1 will allude™o further
at present | speak of the message as I read
it, and aceording to my own mind and judg-
ment upon it; not BY AUTHORITY. In
concloding this narrative. and precisely where
it concluded, (page 11,) the President did
proceed to PIPI‘&S his opinion, upon * evi-
denee” referred to as ¢ éatisfactary,”” that
‘*nn compromise which we ought to aceept can
be effecled.”

It he alluded to the futare, he might or
might not be mistaken in his conclusion; but
if to that time—the time present—itisaharm-
less fact, as if he had said, none has been ef-
fected. 1 commend to vour consideration
either one of these alternatives.

His reasons for 1t are given, and they con-
sist altogether of these facts :

Ist. That the British Minister had made 2

proposition that was *-inadmisaible.”
" 2d. That he had rejected one which our
Government had made, ¢ without submitling
any other propositien, and had suffered the
negotiation, ON HIS PART, w0 stop.” The
Senate can judge of their efficiency.

At all events, it was ** WiTH THIS CONViC-
TiON,'’ continues thg message, that the Amer-
ican offer, whick had been made and rejected,
was withdrawn, (p. 11)—THAT IS ALL!
Whether a fact or an opinion, for the future
or the present, it was made the basis of his
WITHDRAWING THE REJECTED OFFER, AND NO-
THING MORE. And now what becomes of all
the inferences made from thissingle sentence?

Again: itis to be observed that he did not
express any determination of his own mind in |
respect to his “future course ; but the fair in- |
ferences to be made from the words of the mes-
sage are, that, without ** this convietion,”’ the
American proposition would not have heen
withdrawn at all; and upon the supposition

FRIDAY, APRIL. 10, 18

unquestionable title to all

or contingency of a change of *¢ this convie-
tion,” by the British Minister ceasing * on
his part to step.” he did not declare nor inti-
mate that his own offer had becomne a’so inad-
missible. It seems to me the inference by us
ought to be precisely the other way ; and that
the constructions given to these oft-quoted
words are illogical and untrue. There the

| will then see and understand your position

narrative ended, concluding, I again repeat, |
by assigning **thisconvietion’ upon his mind |
as his reason for withdrawing his proposition |
after il had been rejected! DBut nothing more |
—nothing more,

He does not expressly ask for the notice as
an instrument of negtiation at 2ll.

that the old convention of 1527 is te be no
more, after a year's nouce. ‘e see for our-

eoneurrence will strengthen his hands, ana
therefore we will give him authority at once,
and whilst negotiation is pending. In that
form and to that extent he asked it, and in no
other. .

It is true, Mr. President, that the messace

ral declaration: ** All attempts at compromise
‘having failed, it becomes the duty of Con-
sgress to CONSIDER what measuresit MAY
* be proper to adopt,” &e. (page 11.) And,
after remarking that a year’s notice must be
given before either party can rightfully assert
or exercisa * exclusive” jurisdiction over **an
portion” of the territory, the President said:
“This notice it would, in my judgment, be
¢ proper to give ; and I recommend that pro-
¢ vision be made by law for giving it accord-
‘ingly, and terminating in this manner the
+ convention of the 6th August, 1827."" * All
attempts” are very general words I admit
that; and I am not complaining against Sena-
tors for their first impressions; hnt surely it
is not illogical nor nonreasonahle for me to in-
sist that, with the light of his past conduct
now before ns—his acts of omission and com-
mission—with the words *consider” and
**may”” in the same sentence—pot *enact”
and **is,” or the like—with the already as-
c. rtained fact that negotiation was and is still
pending—with the knowledge that James K.
Polk is notanimperious MILITARY CHIEF-
TAIN, buta CHRISTIAN STATESMAN,
to whom politically there is no expectation of
a future at the elose of his Presidential term
—with the very strong fact that, unless tlre
Presidgnt desired to have this legislative ac-
tion as a merely moral instrument to aid him
in his executive duties, and to pursue the ne-
gotiation to a conclusion, (if such should be
the will of Congress,) he conld have no use
for it that is honorable to him or to his Admin-
istration—with al! these things as a key to
their true meaning, it will notbe said (at least
not by his * friends™) that *“all ‘efforts tou
compromise’® wneant any thing more than *all
the eYorts made anterior to the date of the mes-
sage”—¢al| the efforts made up to that period.”
So interpreted, how harmless the sentence
was! How unjust, how false the deductions
made from it!

But the message said: “JAt the end of the
* year's notice we shall have reached a period
“ when the naticnal rights in Oregon must
'+ either be abandoned or firmly maintained.
“* That they cannot be abandoned without a
“ aacrifice of both national honor and inter-
*¢ est, is too clear to admit of doubt.” (Page
13.) A great deal has been attempted to be
made of this by the * true friends of Oregon.”
Now observe that, * at the end of the year’s
notice,” not before it, in the view of that part
of the message, will that period be reached.—
But it is as clear as a sunbeam that the peri-
od cannot be delayed *‘a year” unless negotia-
tion is to be pursued. If the President’s
mind had been made up to compromise no-
thing and to megotiate no longer, it was litle

ecid in the medwage, from the beginning 1o

less than a deception and a mockery 1o tell
Congress that the period for abandoning or
asserting ouf rights will be reached & ysar af-

That is!
left for Congress to see and decide upon.— |
He asks Congress for a LAW that ‘will show | \
the concurrence of the two departments of the | of 1827 ; and that this can-be safely done in
Government in one ccnelusion; and that is, | full view of coming events, then itis certain

<e¢lves, we know for ourselves, that such a|

46.

the petiod had come already. Itisnow here!
—NOW !—TO-DAY?—and he would have
told ns to prepare for asserting ** our clear and
of Oregon.”” 'This
ought to have been his language, if such had

tion Was to be * parsned to a conclusion in a
spirit of compromise,” the period for asserting
or abandoning our ** national {ights™ must be
delayed, and cannot be reached until the ne-
gotiation is concluded ; and if the notice 1s
passed, it may continue a year, but no lonzer.

If, therefore, Mr. President, I am not most
grievously mistaken in the man and the offi-
cer—if I have not been altogether deceived by
his past conduct and by these * retords,” the
President has not shut the door to a pencea-
ble and honorable adjustment of the ORE-
GON controversy by a COMPROMISE; bat,
with noble reliance upon hi1s own good par-
poses and a just segard for Cengress as the
constitutionzl interpreters and representatives
of the public will, he has only paused to see
whether the representatives of the States and
the People will stand by him or not. Stand-
ing in the halis of negotiation, with the door
of conciliation as open as before, he hut turns
to receive fiom Congress this law to aid his
progress. - He invites their sanction as a le-
gislative body to a law for notice to terminate
the existing convention of 1827. DBut he

(some learning and great jndgment.

stands there with dignity, moderation, and
discretion, ready to hear his constitutional ad- |
visers, shonld they bid himn to forbear, and if
that indeed be the will of the people constitu- |
tionally expressed. ‘T'hat is his exact posi-
tion as defined by his past conduct, and 1n no |
way contradicted by the records fairly inter-
preted. You see what the President’s posi-

tion i, if 1 understand it, and I believe that T {God, it shall ever be !

do. 1 have no fear—no doubt—no distrustof
him. WHAT WILL NOW BE YOURS?
What shall we do?

If you think the President has done wrong,
as some of ¢ the true friends of Oregon’ do,
and that he has * committed’ himself to sur-
render foo much for honor, compromise, and
peace—then close the halls of the Senafe, and

advising him to put an end to negotiation; and |1
until you have told him that,and he has chey- |
ed it, do not give him this law @ avthorize
the notice ; and then you will be poing—vo-
TING—somnething towards **all of Oregon or
none.” Thit ecurse would be manly; and
less than that will not be just to yourselves,
nor to the President, nor to the country. He

tinly, and he will know how to use your no-|
tice. He will know how to advise you for a
preparation for consequences. He will un-
derstand that you have given it to him as a
sword, and not as anglive branch.

If you think he has proposed too little—and
I fear there may be some here who do, altho’
no one has yet declared so—that more con-
cession ought to he made 1o the demands of

Great Britain than the offered compromise line
at 49° ; that because the President has not,
and probably may not, make that concession,
it were better to remit both countries to their
ancient condition of a perpetnal feud and a
joint occupaney under the existing convention

—1I admit it withoat hesitation—that the no-
tice ought to he REFUSED by yon.

But if this Senate have made up their minds
that the line of compromise at 19° is substan-
tially all that we ought to yield, or ean yield;
and if they are willing to strengthen the aim
of the Executive in his efflorts to settle this
dispute THERE, and by a COMPROMISE
to preserve the honor and peace of our coun-

recommending certain measure of legislation |iry, satisfied as we must be that now or never

—all of them, however, entirely consistent |is the time to prevent demagogues of our land
with further negoliation—eontained this gen- |

from converting this difference intoa dispate
—1this negotiation into a war—they will then
give him what he asks for—give it to him
promptiy, cenfidingly, by passing some sort
of law for a notice, while he stands in his pre-
sent position, that he may terminate the con-
vention of 1827. Mr. President, 1 hope 1
have not decided without a just consideration
of my responsibility, both here and hereafter,
upon the position I shall take. But, after
much reflection, long and anxious thought, a
conscientious eflort to determine the point
with justice to othier nations, but with unfal-
tering faithfulness tothe honorable obligations
and lasting interests of my own country, I
have come to the conclusion, as a Senator of
the United States, that we cannot, ought not,
must not compromise this controversy in any
manner very materially different from that to
which the President, as 1 understand his po-
sition and these records, stands himself com-
mitted, and RIGHTLY COMMITTED; and
I shall therefore vote to give him the notice,
and with it all the moral weigpht of an AmEgr-
ICAN SENATE’S SETTLED OPINION, that if Great
Britain will not, or if she cannot, consent to
do us just'ce by yielding her pretensions of
dominicn over the territory below that line of
of 49° as a compromise, then WE WILL
HAVE TO FIGHT. 1 repeatit, WE MUST
THEN FIGHT FORIT. If my mind had rot
settled down into a determination to concede
no more than a compromise at 49°, with the
qualifications already stated, 1 would vote a-
gainst the notice; for without that determina-
tion of the Sepate the notice would have no
moral weight whatever, and be worthless.
worse than worthless, in the negotiation. It
would be a temporizing pretence—a species
of legislative diplomacy, an empty bravado,
of which we have had quite enough already,
unsuited to the dignity of this body or the gra-
vity of the subject, and rather embarrassing
than helpful to the Administration in pursu-
ing the pegotiation. In a word, we onghtto
refuse the notice unless there is a solemn de-
termination to make the compromise line of
49° our FIGHTING LINKE— if if must be so.

But, Mr. President, there are some other
topics that have been introduced into this dis-
cussion which I fell obliged 1o notice We
have been told that the PEOPLE have deci-
ded this question, and all Democrats are cali-
ed to obey the voice of the people at the peril
of consequences. I am a Demoerat, and up-|
on party questions a parfy man. Ofthis]
make no concealment; and at heme 1 have
never been suspected, I think, but oncée, and
that did not last long. Butl am nota slave
to dictation, nor a tame fallower of any man’s
lead, especially upon questions likely to in-
volve mv parly in danger, or my econutry in
ruin. I am Democrat encugh not to shrink
from speaking the truth boldly to the people,
as they shall hear who hear me at sll. [ had

tér ndtice to Grest Britain! 1n such a éise,

‘and

dence. I do not know nor helieve that the

people are opposed to an honorabie compro-|

: ‘mise of this controversy. That they might
been his meaning. But if, indeed, negotia-|be made so by artful appliances I have no

doubt. Butl do not shrink from meeu

| WHOLE NO. 82,

have found in iny own experience that hon-| They serve to organize faction, to ﬂ"‘T‘ an
¢8! serviee is the best avenue to their confi-| :

TERMS : 82 50 in advance:
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|arificial and extraordinary force, 4o-putin the
 place of the delegated will of-Mln ‘thd

will of a party—often a small-but arthil and

| enterprising minority of the community—and;

according to the slternate trimnphs of- differ-

| ent parties, to make the public administratios!

such an issve directly—not 1. 1 should hold | the mirsor of the ill-concerted and incongra-

myself no Democray :i' 1 did. By the Gonsti-

tution of the United States, the MAKING OF|

TREATIES 18 confined to the PRESIDENT,!
under the advice of the Senate. 1 talk of frea- |
lies, not ordinary laws.
act in private, 20d wpon information we .can-
not disclose. We deny to foreign Ministers
the right to discuss the cause of their Govern-
ments to our PEOPLE. Should one under-
take it, he would.be driven from the country,
as he ought to be. We represent STATES
and Senators are presumed to be statesinen of
We gen-
erally ratify a treaty’before the PEOPLE are
permitted to know any thing of it, or”ef the
reasons for its ratification. If we were cau-
tious to observe the rules, this wouid always
be the case. How absurd, therelore, 1o as-
sert that the PeoprLe have retained, or that
they wish to exert, or that they can rightfully
exercise the power to insfruct the Senule upon
the making of a treaty. How execrable and
revolutionary would be ilie doctrine that a
President should seek to set aside his consfi-
tutivnal advisers, and go before the people,
whether it were the honest *¢ masses,” or Bal-
timore Conventions, or town and county mee-
tings, wherein factions are first formned, and
then led by demagogues, who called them to-
gether. Oh. my conntry, my country ! when
that shall be our fate, if, in the providence of

Sir, hear what the Father of his Country
said a half century ago. Let the People hear
him. Let an American Senate hear him.—
Let PRESIDENT POLK hear PRESI-
DENT WASHINGTON, and stand to his
position! How precious will be his reward!

“There had been a publie meeting in Phil-

In treaty-making we!

cus projects of faction, rather than the organ
of consistent and wholesome plane, digested’
LY common counsels, and modified by mutual
interests,

“ Howover combinations or assotiations of
the abore description may now and then an<
swer popular ends, they are likely, in the
course of ime and things, to becoihe p'otqn,(.’
engines, by which cunning, antbilivus, esd
unprincipled gren will be enabled to subvert the
power of the PEOPLE, and 1o usurp for
THEMSELVES the reins of Government;
destroyed aflerwards the very engines which
have lifted them to unjust dominion."— Fare®
well Address.

What words of wisdom and of truth are
these! They are the prineiples of liberty,,
well-regulated liberty ; of freedom, constituz
tional freedom. )

Methinks T see the coming storm. The
press may be already charged ; but no matter.
Thisis my country’s question, hot a mere par-
ty strife. These are the sentiments my head
and my heartapprove,and I will not withhold
them. The President may peril his Admin-
istration—some of yon believé he will—if he
or his friends should dafe to think like WASH:
INGTON-—10 act like WASHINGTON.—
But he will violate his pury and peril hig
couNTRY if he does not. 8o did WASHING-
TON peril his Administration ; bt the peos
ple, the DEMOCRACY, came 10 the rescue;
and all was well. A much humbler victim
(like him who addresses you) inust expect t&
be marked as a disturber of our party harmo-
ny. Butshall I preach harmony when thete
is no concord, upon such questions as these ¥
It would be political hypocrisy. 1 read to aa
American Senate the lessons which Washs

adelphia for the purpose of passing resolves_n ington taught, and vpon which Washington
let those Senators meet the responsibility of jagainst Jay’s treaty. Afier the business of | ACTED ; and it * that be treason, make the

the meeting was closed, a copy of the treaty
was suspended on a pole and carried about
the streels by a company of people, who at
length stopped in front of the British Miais-
ter’s house, and there burnt the treaty; and
also before the door of the British Consul, a-
midst the huzzahis and acclamations of the
multitude.”

In Boston-the same sort of thing was done,
and a town meeting addressed to the Piesi-
dent a protest. This was his reply to all:

most of it.”

But, hefore you strike, the PEOPLE shall
hear. Are not these the true principlea of the
Constitution upon which every Administfas
tion of this Government, from WasniNcTON
down—Fedeial and DEMOCRATIC—have
ACTED—have ACTED, 1 say—in the man-
agement of our foreign affairs? 1challenge &
' refutation by their acTrs—not mere words. Is
is Southern Democracy, Mr. President, be-
yond all dispute, It isthatsort which I have

“Ty Ezelial Price, Thomas Waliey, William

Buoardman, Ebenezer Seaver, Thomas (}nﬂs.!l
Thomas Edwards, William Uittle, William

Scollay, and Jesse Putnain, Selectmen of the

town of Boston :

UniTep StaTes, JuLy 28,1795,

# GeNTLEMEN : In every act of my Admin-
tration I have sought the happiness of my fel-
low-citizens. My system for the attainment
of this object has uniformly been to overlook
all personal, local, and partial considerations;
to contemplate the United Stales as one great
whole; to confide that sudden lmpressions,
when erroneous, would yield to candid reflee
tion; and 1o consult only the substantial and
permanent interests of cur country.

+ Nor have I departed from thisline of con-
duct on the oceasion which has produced the
resolutions contained in your letter ot the 13th
instant. Without a predilection for iny own
judgment, 1 have weighed with atteation eve-
ry argument whieh has at any time been
broucht into view. Dot the CONSTITU.
TION is the gnide which 1 never ean aban-
don. It has assigned to the PRES(DENT
the power of making treaties, with the advice
and consent of the SENATE. It was doubt.
less supposed that these two branches of Go-
vernment would combine, without passion,
and with the best means of information, those
facts and principles upon which the success
of our foreign relations will always depend;
that they ought not to substiiute for their own
comviction the opinions of olhers, or to seek
truth throngh any channel but that of a fem-
perate and weil-inforgued investigalivn,

s Under this persfidsion, 1 have resolved on
the manner of executing the duty before me.
To the high responsibility attached to it, I
frecly'submit; and yon, gentlemen, are at lib
ertyiu make these sentiments known as the
orounds of my procedure. While [ feel the
most lively gratitude for the many instances
of approbation from my country, I can no
otherwise DESERVE it than by obeying the
dictates of my CONSCIENCE.

« With due respect, I am. gentlemen, &ec.,

«GEORGE WASHINGTON.”

Who does not know the history of that par
ty denunciation and violence which disturbed
this nation even under Washington’s adminis-
tration, when GENET appealed to the PEO-
PLE of the States in behalf of France and a-
gainst Great Britain, and how PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON'S celehrated Proclamation
of Neutrality saved the PEACE OF AMER-
ICA. Intaking leave of the duties and cares
of publie station, hear what W ASHINGTON said
of it to the people :

s After deliberate examination, with the aid
of the best lights I could obtain, I was well
satisfied that our eountry, under ali the eir.
cumstances of the case, had a right to take,
and was bound in duty and interest to take, a
NEUTRAL position. Having taken it, I de-
termined, as far as should depend upon me,
to maintain it with moderation, perseverance,
firmness.” _

And, oh, how like a patriot and father did
he, still yearning over his country, warn us
by his FareweLL AppDresS to beware of all
self.constituted combinations to overawe and
control this Senate ! s Washington who
speaks to us from the grave; let Senators lis-
ten: )

«The basis of our political systems is the
right of the people to make and to alter t‘helr
constitutions of Government. Bat the Con-
stitution which at any time exists, till chan-
ged by an explicit and authentic act of the
whole people, is sacredly obligatery upon all.
The very idea of the power and the right of
the. people to establish government presnppo-
ses the duty of every individual to obey the
established Government.

« All obstractions 1o the execation of the
laws, all combinations and associations, vn-
der whatever plausible chatacter, with the re-
al design fo dé ccl, conirol, ceunteract, or awe
the regular deliberation and action of the cox-
STITUTED ACTHORITIES, are destructive of this

rathier serve them shan ploie them, though I_l

fondamenta) principle, and of fatal tendefcy. |

‘always professed; not like a potalo that grows
under ground at the root; but which blooms
and bears its fruit in the open zir of heaves,
and then ripens and is FIT FOR USE.

I say nothing about LrcisLaTive InsTrUC-
TioNs; not 2 word. 1 havenot time to speak
upon that point, so as to express myself in a
manner o avoid misrepresentation; and it is
not necessary I shouold raise that question be-
fore I shall be insfructed. Suffice it to say;
that NortH CaroLiNA has not instructed het
Senutors. 1 esteem it a jewel in the crown of
my State, that North Carolina never did, in
any party mutations or political excitements,
instruet her Senators upon @ TREATY Of TREA~
T¥-MAKING, 82 far as I know. T presume it
will not so much as be pretended that I ooght
to pay obedience to the mandates of any othet
State,

[Atthis stage of his remarks, Mr. Haywood
gave an amusing account of the game of poli-
tics to be played with this OrReGoN quesiion
in President=-making. The substance was;
that the greal Wesltein Democratic s'alesman;
(Mr. Benton,)-—[he had seen ever since laat
suminer | —was to be drommed out of the par-
ty, with the false label upon his back of **{rai-
tor to Oregom!” 'The greal Soutiern Demo-
eratic stutesman, (Mr. Calhoun,) was to be
dismissed, falsely labelled with the ery of
“Punic faith to Oregon !  The Senator from
Arkansas, (Mr. Serier,) anoiber eloquent and
early friend of Oregon, would find himself
marched out for his want of foresight=be-
cause in the last Congress he made @ speéch
for the notice, but,instead of going for **all or
none,” *hght or no fight,”” he had got for his
reward & vulgar pateh 1o his back, aof ** nolice
| for the sake of negotiation.”” The Secretary of
State (Mr. Buchanan,) and all the Cabinet
would pisbably be dismissed, ¢n ¢ body, from
“British corapromisers.”’  Anl as that left the
Governor of New York still in the party, Mr,
Il. asked **what of him? How is he 1o be
got rid of ¥’ Oh, that will be a small‘ job,
provided the indignation against the Wassn-
INGTON TREATY can be kept np long enough,
as he voted for it8 ratification. [Then turne
ing to Mr. Webster:] ¢ The Senator from
Massachusetts may see a more amicable ex-
cuse for eertain stale strictares vpon the
“Washington treaty’® than malice toewards the
| negotiator,  GOVERNOR WRIGHT, as a
Senator, voted forits ratification j and he hap-
pens not to be here to vote upon Oregon. So,
« Ratification of the Ashburton treaty’ will be
his badge upon his dismissal. During this
part of the speech there was much laughter,
and the picture, although drawn seriously, was
exhibited in good humor. He then proceeded
as follows :) )

Why, in the nzme of all that is safn to my
party, where do the Demoerats expect to find
a Presidential candidate? Who will be our
President after we have expelled all our big-
gest men?  Sir, 1 am sute | do not l(n_bw.
[Mr. Hanregan remarked, *Take him from
amongst the people, where we got one be-
fore.”]) y
Oh, ay : then heisto be taken from among
the people, is he, without resorting to soch
statesmen as those T have named 7 We shall
see, however, whether the people agree o

have this game played after a three years’ no-
lice.

There is a mistake, hotwever, Mr. Ptesident,
in what the Senator from Indiana exclaimed
at his fitst sight of my imperfect picture. In
my State, let me tell that Senator, when Dem-
ocrata talk of ** the people,” We mean * the
fnasses,’” the ¢ bone and sinew” of the land;
as distinguished from the statesmen, lawyers,
puliticians, and such like., In that semef
deny that President Polk was got for a candis
date from among **the peaple.”” He has been
a politician all his life, and we knew it whed
he was nominated. Thank God for it! he
has now proved himself 1o have been more<=
one of the sTaTEsMEN of this great couhiry.—
And if he will only stand up by the sids 6f
Warhingten, as he has done, and I hope ke
(Concladed on 4th page.]




